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BLS Productivity Data

◼National data for...

Major Sectors

– e.g. Nonfarm Business, Manufacturing

Industries

– e.g. Restaurants, Hospitals, Motor Vehicle Manufacturing

◼Data now available by state and region
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State Productivity Measures

Areas

Years

Sector
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www.bls.gov/lpc/state-productivity.htm
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Labor Productivity Growth Rates, 2007-2019
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Labor Productivity Growth Rates, 2018-2019
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Data in Excel – Wide Format
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Data in Excel – Flat Format
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Article
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Frequently Asked Questions
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Data in BLS Search Tool
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Output Data Sources and Methodology

◼Data source:  GDP by State and Industry Data from the Bureau 
of Economic Analysis 

Less

Output =

LessLess
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Hours Data Sources and Methodology

◼ BLS Current Employment Statistics: Used for hours of wage and 
salary workers

◼ BLS Current Population Survey: Used for hours of self-employed 
and unpaid family workers

◼ BLS National Compensation Survey: Used to transform hours 
paid to hours worked
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Measures Available by State

◼Output per hour worked

◼Output per worker

◼Output (nominal and real)

◼ Implicit output deflator

◼Hours worked

◼Number of workers

◼ Labor compensation

◼ Real labor compensation

◼Hourly labor compensation

◼ Real hourly labor 
compensation

◼Unit labor costs
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National vs State Measures
Key Differences

National Measures State Measures

Sector Covered Nonfarm Business Private Nonfarm

Nonprofit Institutions

Government Enterprises
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Annual percent change in labor productivity
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States contributing most to national labor 
productivity growth, 2007-2019
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Number of states with increases in labor 
productivity, output, and hours worked
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Average annual percent change in 
labor productivity by region
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Statistics for Virginia in 2019

Labor Output Productivity

Hours Worked -0.9% Output 2.5% Output per Hour Worked 3.4%

Number of Workers 0.6% Output per Worker 1.8%

Compensation and Unit 
Labor Costs

Hourly Labor 
Compensation

4.4%

Unit Labor Costs 1.0%
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Future Research

◼More Industry Detail ◼More Geographic Detail
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Find out more at:

www.bls.gov/lpc/state-productivity.htm

Questions? Feedback?

productivity@bls.gov
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Topics for Discussion

1. Expansion priorities - Would it be more valuable for BLS to expand state productivity 
measures with additional industry detail or additional geographic detail (e.g. large 
MSAs or counties) if you had to pick only one? Are there particular industries or 
geographies the committee would be most interested in?

2. Data limitations and presentation - If we expand our industry detail, we may run into 
data limitations in a number of states. Would you still find more detailed industry 
measures for a subset of states useful, even if we could not produce them for all 
states? Is there a certain threshold in the number of states that you feel is needed for 
detailed industry data to be useful? Do you have suggestions for presenting an 
incomplete mix of industry/state data to customers so that it is less confusing?
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