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Who We Are
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The Michigan Center for Data and Analytics provides 
the state with the expertise to analyze data, 
understand challenges, and evaluate solutions.

Through data, reporting, and analysis, the MCDA 
provides partners with the information and insights 
they need to make evidence-based decisions.



What We Do

• The research and analytics teams focus on leveraging state data to drive 
informed decisions through advanced research and cross-agency collaboration.

• The privacy team makes sure that information is handled responsibly, individual 
rights are protected, and the integrity of the state's work is maintained.

• The demography team serves as the state liaison to the U.S. Census Bureau and 
advises on Michigan’s population and demographic data.

• The labor market information team produces Michigan employment, 
occupation, and industry data through partnerships with U.S. Department of 
Labor.
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Types of Analysis

Three broad categories, from least to most involved: 

1. Summaries and dashboards: 
Providing better understanding of state programs

2. Program evaluations: 
Identifying what works best in state programs

3. Predictive modeling:
Targeting services to those that need them most 











Program Evaluation and Analysis 
Research Lab (PEARL) Overview



Powering 
data-driven decision 
making through 
collaboration.
The Michigan Center for Data and 
Analytics is leading the development 
of the new Program Evaluation and 
Analysis Research Lab (PEARL), a 
flexible platform for researchers to 
securely access and analyze data 
within a state-hosted environment. 

The PEARL fosters collaboration, 
proactively manages risk, and links 
datasets across departments, 
providing researchers and 
policymakers with the data they 
need to make informed decisions.



PEARL Key 
Features 

• Safe Projects

• Safe People

• Safe Settings

• Safe Data

• Safe Outputs

The Five Safes

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_safes


PEARL Data

• Workforce

• Higher Education

• Early Childhood Education

• Wage Data

• Corrections



Key 
Enablers

• Partnerships

• Authority

• Funding



Thank you!
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