Friends of the House Manufacturing Caucus,
The attached letter went out  yesterday to the Caucus staff to help them respond to constituents questions.  We thought it may be useful for you as well.  

Re:  Resources for manufacturers related to COVID19 response

Dear Manufacturing Caucus Staff,  

I hope this message finds you all well and safely isolated.  I’m sure you are all busy especially with handling your district concerns. We have been fielding questions related to where to get supplies and how to provide supplies and I thought it may be useful to share with you all some of the latest information that may be helpful for your district manufacturers as they make their way through this turbulent time.  

I also included the current call for funding opportunities from NCMS and the Manufacturing USA program in response to our situation.   Of course things are changing quickly. The links included below should have up to date information and will be good sources for you going forward.  Note short white papers for a first call from NCMS are due tomorrow.  

Sourcing for supply chain response  
1. FEMA is working on strengthening supply chain capabilities.  They have been on it for a little over a week so they are not really up and running yet but hopefully will get there.  They are referring people to their local emergency response organizations for finding supplies, which doesn’t seem to extend into the supply chain so much as final products.  Not too helpful yet but stay tuned.  I have an email out to them.
1. NCMS (the National Center for Manufacturing Science) has set up a website for manufacturers to specify their availability to supply materials.  The website includes a list of the most critically needed materials.  The website is https://www.ncms.org/covid19/assist/
1. ThomasNet has set up the best supplier sourcing database I have seen.  They also have a POVID19 Hub to help manufacturers.  https://help.thomasnet.com/covid-19-resource-hub/
For example, a quick search of their database turned up over 70 suppliers of Isopropyl Alcohol around North America.  The search can be narrowed by region and type of supply.  I suggest constituents look there for more sources.  Here’s a link to the search site and to a search of upstate NY (only 5). You can set up your own search indicating the area that you are interested in.  It should be helpful in checking surrounding regions.
Search for isopropyl alcohol on thomasnet.com you get a research result of 71 suppliers.
You can also narrow down the search by region (upstate NY)  if you need to search within your district and you get a list of 5 suppliers.
4. American Makes along with NIH and FDA is facilitating the production of 3D printed equipment through NIH 3D Print Exchange website.
Designs submitted through the America Makes design submission form in connection with NIH 3D Print Exchange, will be placed in a fast track workflow for faster review. Designs not submitted through the America Makes process may not be considered for the fast track workflow.  All designs will be publicly accessible through the NIH 3D Print Exchange website with their designation.
5. The MEP Centers are fielding calls related to supplies.  Contacts for your local MEP centers can be found here:  https://www.nist.gov/mep/centers
6. Listing from the US Chemical Suppliers that is the complete list of Isopropyl alcohol suppliers in the US and their distributors.  It looks like the list of distributors is shorter than the list of suppliers.  https://www.americanchemicalsuppliers.com/content/page/isopropyl-alcohol
Information from Thomas
1. Find critical suppliers for Respirators, PPE, Masks, Ventilators, and other products
1. All verified manufacturers responding to the call to support COVID-19 efforts will:
0. Be listed in the “COVID-19 Response” category on Thomasnet.com with customized descriptions based on the response capabilities offered
0. Have a “COVID-19 Response” badge displayed on their company profile and will remain visible in all relevant categories for the duration of this crisis
1. There are currently 10,000+ PPE and related suppliers on the Thomasnet.com platform. Use the “COVID-19 Response” filter to discover, evaluate, and connect with suppliers that you need right now.
1. Request a free profile on Thomasnet.com so buyers, engineers, and government agencies sourcing key products and services can find your business at this critical time - we will do all the setup work for your new profile for you.
2. Contribute to the fight against COVID-19 by telling us how you can help
1. Let us know if you can change your facility to manufacture critical materials, if you have items to donate, or if you have critical products or supplies in stock.
1. 300+ manufacturers have already contacted us to volunteer to pivot the production of their businesses to produce critical products and supplies
1. All information will be published on the Thomasnet.com platform so government agencies, hospitals, and critical infrastructure groups can find it as quickly as possible.
3. Stay informed with the Thomas Coronavirus Resource Hub for Manufacturers and Industrial Professionals
1. Find real-time updates on non-essential business shutdowns by state 
1. Read our full report on Thomas’ March Industrial Survey highlighting manufacturer feedback on COVID-19 business impacts
1. Learn how to keep your business going through this uncertainty
1. Discover suggested next steps for industrial businesses and professionals 
In the face of this pandemic, I am extremely proud of the manufacturing community for stepping up and offering their unmatched expertise and unique resources to help fight this crisis together. If you have any thoughts or suggestions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Information from NCMS
The DOD’s COVID-19 Joint Acquisition Task Force has aligned with the efforts of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), HHS to support the collection of information from America’s industrial base as the need for critical supplies continues to grow.

Go to the website https://www.ncms.org/covid19/assist/  learn how your company can assist those affected by this disease.

This information will be shared directly with the COVID-19 Joint Acquisition Task Force as part of a holistic effort to give COVID-19 response leaders insight into the readiness and capabilities of communities outside the traditional medical supplier base.  

Information from America Makes
America Makes is the Manufacturing USA Institute on Additive Manufacturing.

America Makes Launches Next Phase in Response to COVID-19
https://www.americamakes.us/statement-on-covid-19/
 
Youngstown, Ohio — March 30, 2020. In collaboration with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, and the National Institutes of Health (NIH), America Makes launched the next phase of the COVID-19 Health Care Needs and Additive Manufacturing Capabilities Repository, where additive manufacturers can upload 3D print designs to be reviewed and placed on the NIH 3D Print Exchange.

Designs submitted through the America Makes design submission form in connection with NIH 3D Print Exchange, will be placed in a fast track workflow for faster review. Designs not submitted through the America Makes process may not be considered for the fast track workflow.  All designs will be publicly accessible through the NIH 3D Print Exchange website with their designation.
Information from Industrial Policy at the Department of Defense

https://www.businessdefense.gov/coronavirus/
Industrial Policy is the principal advisor to the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment.  They have put together a good resource page for manufacturers related to what the Department of Defense is doing to help manufacturers.  

Funding Opportunities
NCMS (National Center for Manufacturing Sciences)
For full announcement go to :  https://www.ncms.org/immediate-request-for-white-paper-proposal-for-dpa-title-iii-funding/
Immediate Request for White Paper Proposal for DPA Title III Funding
06 APRIL 2020
NCMS is assisting the DOD Joint Acquisition Task Force (JATF) in a just-announced request for proposals in the on-going effort to address the COVID-19 crisis. NCMS is reaching out to you to see if your company is interested in responding to this request as part of the comprehensive package that NCMS will submit to the JATF.   The DOD is soliciting short (no longer than one page) proposals for evaluation and resourcing. Please review the attachments for details on the format for responding.

Due to the critical nature of the request, the deadlines set by DOD and the shortages of life-saving medical supplies, NCMS is asking that all proposals be submitted no later than Tuesday, April 7 by 4:00 pm EST  in order to put the most promising proposals forward to the Defense Industrial Board (DIB) for funding authority on Thursday 4/9.   Please submit questions,  proposal and PPT template to Debra Lilu, email: debral@ncms.org .

1. The funding is to expand the capability and capacity of the supplier base for the FEMA supply needs – not for the acquisition of available supplies.
1. The delivery of capability and/or supply items must be within 6 months of award.
1. The deliverables must significantly contribute to DOD’s/All of Government’s ability to obtain the FEMA listed supplies within the 6-month window.
1. Priority will be given to proposals where the proposers are already manufacturing and delivering FDA approved supplies and need funding to expand capacity to deliver more.
1. Proposals need to follow the format above and should include the one-page slide (template attached)
1. PowerPoint One Pagers are required (template attached)
1. Approved initiatives need to be on contract 30 days after a decision is made to go forward.  DOD have teams of acquisition professionals and contracts officers ready to rapidly act.

Manufacturing USA
For full announcement go to :   
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2020/03/nist-funding-manufacturing-institutes-support-pandemic-response
Full details:  https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=325811

The U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) has opened a funding opportunity for rapid, high-impact projects that support the nation’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Using funds appropriated by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act signed by President Trump on March 27, 2020, NIST will award these grants through the NIST Manufacturing USA National Emergency Assistance Program with no requirements for cost matching.

Funding will be awarded to eligible Manufacturing USA® institutes, a network of 14 public-private partnerships that work with academic and private sector manufacturing organizations on research and development and manufacturing skills training. Each institute focuses on a particular advanced manufacturing specialty such as biofabrication, 3D manufacturing or advanced functional fabrics.

Funds will be made available through grants and cooperative agreement awards to US manufacturers.  While the funding is through the Manufacturing USA program, there’s broad latitude in what can be covered.  Now may be the time for manufacturers who are not already members to join.  More details at links and below (from the website.)  
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2020/03/nist-funding-manufacturing-institutes-support-pandemic-response
Full details:  https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=325811
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